Pre-Civil Rights South Primary Readings Worksheet
A. Civil War Amendments—rewrite each amendment into your own words.
1. 13th: 













2. 14th: 


























3. 15th: 













B. State Laws on Race and Color

4. Which state has the most “interesting” definition of a colored or Negro person? 


5. Why do you think so? 

























6. What do these laws tell you about life in South? 





















C. Jim Crow Laws—What are the 3 or 4 most “interesting” laws listed?  Why?

D. The Lynching of Richard Coleman

7. If the purpose of lynching is to protect white women, did the mob do their “job”? Why or why not? 



























8. Does the author of the article support the actions of the mob?  Evidence of your opinion? 















9. Where was the legal authority during this lynching?  (ie police, judges, etc) 

















10. Why do you think no one in the crowd attempted to hide their identity?  

















11. Does Coleman’s guilt or innocence change the rightness of this action?  Explain 






























F. Accounts of Women Lynched

12. How do these attacks fit with the “purpose” of lynching? 




















13. Do you think lynching of any kind happens today?  Why or why not? 


















G. SCOTUS & Civil Rights: Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) & Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas (1954)
14. What was the issue before SCOTUS in Plessy v. Ferguson? 




















15. What was the decision of SCOTUS in Plessy v. Ferguson? 




















16. How did SCOTUS defend their ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson? 



















17. Why did Justice Harlan disagree with the majority? 




















18. What were the effects of Plessy v. Ferguson? 























19. What was the issue before SCOTUS in Brown v. Board of Education? 


















20. What did SCOTUS decide in Brown v. Board? 





















21. What was their reasoning for this new decision? 





















22. What effects might this decision have on society? 





















23. What was the decision in Brown II?






















 
