Spring 2010—Due Friday, April 23, 2010


U.S. History Research Paper – Project Guide

Prompt: The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 60s was important not only for helping African Americans achieve many of the rights they had been denied, but also because their success inspired other groups to begin to a fight of their own.  You will be evaluating the success of one of those social movements.

1. Choose a social movement from the list. (Black Power Movement, Chicano Movement, Environmental Movement, Native American Movement, Women’s Movement)

2. Choose two leaders or groups that were important to that movement.

3. Analyze the goals and results of those leaders or groups.

4. Which leader or group was more effective in achieving success for the social movement?

Due Date—Friday, April 23, 2010 No late papers will be accepted for any reason.
Final Draft
Minimum of 800 typed words, one-inch margins, 12-point font, and double-spaced.  One hard copy and one electronic copy (disc or email) must be submitted to receive full credit on the assignment.
Sources
Students must use & cite a minimum of 3 academic/credible sources (examples of NON-credible sources include but are not limited to: blogs, message boards, personal websites, sales websites, etc). Students may not use a dictionary as a source.


Textbooks may be consulted to develop background knowledge and place the topic in context, but textbooks may NOT be used as a source in the paper. Only ONE of the sources may be an encyclopedia.  (Wikipedia is NOT an acceptable source.)

Citations
The paper must have parenthetical references: example (Smith 72).  All sources must be listed in alphabetical order on a Works Cited Page.  Refer to Reading, Writing Resource Handbook for correct format for both parenthetical references and for the works cited page.  Each paper must have a minimum of 4 parenthetical references, one per source listed in the works cited.  The following sites may be helpful in creating a Works Cited Page: Easy Bib: <www.easybib.com> & Citation Machine: <http://citationmachine.net>
Thesis
In a research paper, the thesis must be specific and arguable. It should lay out a position to be supported with evidence/research in the body of the paper.

Body
This research paper is to be a well-organized, multi-paragraph report.  Students must maintain an academic tone and write in the third person only.  Unless they are in quotes, terms such as I, you, etc. are not acceptable in the paper.
Title
A heading & original title should be on the first page of the paper.  

Grade
The final paper will be evaluated using the rubric on the opposite side of this paper and will be calculated to represent a portion of the total points possible in the second session of this U.S. History class.  The highest grade students can receive is a 59% if they do not meet the following minimum requirements: 800 words (excluding heading and works cited page) and 3 sources cited in the paper and on the Works Cited Page. Plagiarism will result in zero points. [See rubric for more details.]
I have read and understand the requirements of the US History Research Paper.

____________________
____________________
____________________
_________

Parent Signature
Student Signature

Student Name


Date

