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Native American Movement
The Lives of Native Americans & Native Americans Fight for Fairness-Page 638

1. What were living conditions like for many Native Americans in the 1950s?  (5 things)  


















2. What was the goal of the termination policy?























3. What was the result of this policy?  










4. What caused the Red Power movement to form?  






















5. What did a group of Native Americans attempt to reclaim in 1969?  






6. Though they didn’t succeed in gaining ownership, they did 





















7. This occupation helped invigorate the 










8. AIM called for: 


























9. How were the tactics of AIM different that the Civil Rights Movement? 




















10. Explain two things AIM did.  

























11. What progress did the Native American movement make?  Be specific.  


































12. Summarize the three laws that were passed to help Native Americans. Use the “Quick Facts” Chart at the top of page 641.  









































 

“Alcatraz Is Not An Island”

13. What happened on November 20, 1969?  









14. How did the occupiers organize themselves? 























15. Initially what was the public support of their Alcatraz occupation like? 




















16. What were some of the challenges faced by the occupiers?  





















17. How was the tragedy on Alcatraz Island a turning point?  




















18. How did the public opinion finally turn?  























19. How effective do you believe that the occupation of Alcatraz was to the cause of the Native Americans?  Explain your answer.  



























20. Do you believe the government responded in the proper manner?  Why or why not?  



















“The Native American Power Movement”

21. No other group faced more severe problems than 
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22. What were some of the positive steps for Native Americans in the 1950s?  




















23. Which group was the best known of the Indian Power groups? 







24. Name two laws passed that helped Native Americans in the 1970s and explain each.  

































25. What results did lawsuits have for Native American rights?   





















26. How have Native Americans done in recent years?  






















Complete the chart about the Native American “Red Power” Movement 

Directions: Use the material you have read complete the chart below.  (3 things per section)

	Goals of the NA Movement
	· 

	Events (or attempts to achieve their goals)
	· 

	Results of the movement
	· 


Alcatraz is Not an Island


[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.jpg]



Photos: (above) Michelle Vignes, (right) Mark Taylor 

Early in the morning on November 20, 1969, 79 American Indians, including students, married couples and six children, sailed to Alcatraz and began the 19-month occupation of the island. Despite the Coast Guard's attempted blockade, the group disembarked successfully.
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The Indians have landed.

Glenn Dodson, Alcatraz caretaker
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Indian boys stand amidst the empty prison cells in the main cellblock.
Photo: © Ilka Hartmann 



The island's caretaker, Glenn Dodson (who said he was one-eighth Indian), advised the group that they were trespassing and then directed them to the island's most comfortable housing, a frame house that was once the warden's residence. There they set up their headquarters and celebrated a successful landing with a victory powwow and ceremonial singing.

The Coast Guard set up another blockade around the island to prevent supplies and people from getting through. Late that afternoon, a GSA regional administrator, lawyers representing the Indian occupiers and a Department of the Interior representative arrived. The government gave them 24 hours to leave, but the occupiers didn't budge. The group's leader Richard Oakes phoned in a message to the San Francisco Department of the Interior office:

"We invite the United States to acknowledge the justice of our claim. The choice now lies with the leaders of the American government - to use violence upon us as before to remove us from our Great Spirit's land, or to institute a real change in its dealing with the American Indian. We do not fear your threat to charge us with crimes on our land. We and all other oppressed peoples would welcome spectacle of proof before the world of your title by genocide. Nevertheless, we seek peace."
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The occupiers' list of demands included the return of Alcatraz to the American Indians and sufficient funding to build, maintain and operate an Indian cultural complex and a university. Though the government agreed to negotiate, they rejected all of the demands the occupiers proposed.

Fearing that the occupation could be mishandled and violence would ensue, President Nixon's special counsel Leonard Garment issued orders to the GSA that his office would take over the government's Alcatraz policy.

The occupiers organized themselves immediately, electing a council and giving everyone a job. Everyone on the island voted on all major decisions. Within three weeks of the occupation, a school was set up. Older adults taught traditional native arts and crafts such as bead and leather work, woodcarving, costume decoration, sculpture, dance and music. 
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Several days later, on Thanksgiving Day, hundreds of Native Americans and their supporters came to Alcatraz to celebrate a day of victory and to express their renewed pride in Indian identity. 
In December 1969, occupier John Trudell began daily broadcasts from the island to KPFA/Berkeley and KPFK/Los Angeles. The following month, occupiers published the Indians of All Tribes newsletter and distributed it across the country. The activists received monetary support, food and supplies from businesses and private citizens. Joseph Morris, a member of the local longshoreman's union and a Blackfoot Indian, rented space on Pier 40 and turned it into a center where supplies and people were ferried to Alcatraz. 

The occupiers also had strong support from the entertainment industry. Sports legend Jim Thorpe's (Sac and Fox) daughter Grace, who occupied the island for several months, acted as a liason to celebrities like Jane Fonda, Marlon Brando, Jonathan Winters and Dick Gregory, who visited to show their solidarity with the Indian occupation. The rock band Creedence Clearwater Revival donated $15,000 to the cause.

The federal government, taking its cue from strong public support of the Indians and favorable media coverage, met with the occupiers several times on the island. The occupiers held their ground on demands, and the government played a waiting game in the hopes that conditions would get too uncomfortable to make Alcatraz habitable. 
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As time went on, the island became an increasingly difficult place to live. On December 4, Alcatraz lost all electrical power and the GSA disconnected incoming phone calls. Both the primary water main and the fuel line were leaking. Many of the original occupiers were students, and some went back to college in order to keep their scholarships and loans. Some of the new occupiers were less idealistic, and others had addiction problems. Some non-Indians from the San Francisco drug and hippie culture moved onto the island. To make matters worse, leadership struggles on the island increased, as some groups resented the media attention that Richard Oakes received.
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On January 3, 1970, Richard Oakes's 13-year old stepdaughter Yvonne fell onto a concrete slab and died almost immediately. A few days after she passed away, Oakes and his family left the island for good, creating a leadership void and a power struggle among the remaining occupiers.

Then a negotiating team from Washington arrived on Alcatraz. Proposals and counterprosals passed between the government and the occupiers during March, April and May 1970, yet there were no concessions on either side. The Native Americans held to their desire to hold the deed to Alcatraz Island. In late May, the government cut off the remaining electrical power and telephone service to the island and removed the water barge. 
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In June 1970, a fire on the island destroyed the warden's quarters, the doctor's quarters and the inside of the lighthouse. Government officials blamed the occupiers, and the occupiers said a group of whites had slipped past their security after dark and set the fire. 

On July 8, 1970, President Nixon announced a new policy of "self-determination without termination" for Native Americans. "It is long past time that the Indian policies of the federal government began to recognize and build upon the capacities of the Indian people," he said. The government again decided not to remove the remaining occupiers. 

Because the lack of electricity meant that the lighthouse and fog signals were inoperable, the public became concerned about navigation safety. When the Coast Guard went to restore the navigational aids, they were met by island occupants with weapons, who would not allow a repair crew on the island unless the Coast Guard restored the water. When a two and a half foot long arrow with a metal tip struck a crowded harbor excursion boat, public opinion turned against the occupiers, as they were perceived as potentially violent. The press began publishing stories of beatings and assaults on the island, and support for the occupiers eroded even further. 
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One of the last occupiers leaves Alcatraz Island, June 11, 1971. Photo: © Ilka Hartmann 
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start an Indian movement and call attention

to Indian problems.... It has served its purpose.
Look at the gains Indians have made since. |
don’t want to say Alcatraz is done with, but
no organized Indian groups are active there.

It has turned from an Indian movement to a
personality thing. When we occupied the
island, we caught the government,

then our occupation forces caught us.

Adam Fortunate Eagle,

San Francisco Chronicle interview, 1971
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In mid-January 1971, two supertankers collided near the Golden Gate Bridge, dumping 800,000 gallons of crude oil into the ocean. Although the fact that the lighthouse had broken down was not a factor in the accident, the media and public withdrew their support even more. The conditions on the island got worse, as the occupiers were left with no fresh water, little electrical power and a small amount of food. 

On June 11, 1971, a large force of federal marshals, GSA Special Forces, Coast Guard and FBI agents removed the final 15 people - six men, four women and five children - from Alcatraz. They offered no resistance, and after 19 months and nine days, the occupation was over.

The Native American Power Movement 

(DigitalHistory.com)

In November 1969, some 200 Native Americans seized the abandoned federal penitentiary on Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay. For 19 months, Indian activists occupied the island to draw attention to conditions on the nation's Indian reservations. Alcatraz, the Native Americans said, symbolized conditions on reservations: "It has no running water; it has inadequate sanitation facilities; there is no industry, and so unemployment is very great; there are no health care facilities; the soil is rocky and unproductive." The activists, who called themselves Indians of All Tribes, offered to buy Alcatraz from the federal government for "$24 in glass beads and red cloth."
On Thanksgiving Day 1970, Wampanoag Indians, who had taken part at the first Thanksgiving 350 years earlier, held a National Day of Mourning at Plymouth, Massachusetts. A tribal representative declared, "We forfeited our country. Our lands have fallen into the hands of the aggressor. We have allowed the white man to keep us on our knees." Meanwhile, another group of Native Americans established a settlement at Mount Rushmore to demonstrate Indian claims to the Black Hills.

During the late 1960s and early 1970s, a new spirit of political militancy arose among the first Americans, just as it had among black Americans and women. No other group, however, faced problems more severe than Native Americans. Throughout the 1960s, American Indians were the nation's poorest minority group, more deprived than any other group, according to virtually every socioeconomic measure. In 1970, the Indian unemployment rate was 10 times the national average, and 40 percent of the Native American population lived below the poverty line. In that year, Native American life expectancy was just 44 years, a third less than that of the average American. In one Apache town of 2,500 on the San Carlos reservation in Arizona, there were only 25 telephones, and most homes had outdoor toilets and relied on wood burning stoves for heat.

Conditions on many of the nation's reservations were not unlike those found in underdeveloped areas of Latin America, Africa, and Asia. The death rate among Native Americans exceeded that of the total U.S. population by a third. Deaths caused by pneumonia, hepatitis, dysentery, strep throat, diabetes, tuberculosis, alcoholism, suicide, and homicide were 2 to 60 times higher than the entire U.S. population. Half a million Indian families lived in unsanitary, dilapidated dwellings, many in shanties, huts, or even abandoned automobiles.

On the Navajo reservation in Arizona, roughly the size of West Virginia, most families lived in the midst of severe poverty. The birthrate was very high--2 ½ times the overall U.S. rate, and the same as India's birthrate. Living standards were low; the average family's purchasing power was about the same as a family in Malaysia. The typical house had just one or two rooms, and 60 percent of the reservation's dwellings had no electricity and 80 percent had no running water or sewers. Educational levels were low. The typical resident had completed just five years of school, and fewer than one adult in six had graduated high school.

During World War II, Native Americans began to revolt against such conditions. In 1944, Native Americans formed the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), the first major intertribal association. Among the group's primary concerns were protection of Indian land rights and improved educational opportunities for Native Americans. Congress voted in 1953 to allow states to assert legal jurisdiction over Indian reservations without tribal consent, and the federal government sought to transfer federal Indian responsibilities for a dozen tribes to the states (a policy known as "termination") and to relocate Indians into urban areas. The NCAI vehemently led opposition to these measures. “Self-determination rather than termination!'' was the NCAI slogan. Earl Old Person, a Blackfoot leader, commented, "It is important to note that in our Indian language the only translation for termination is to ‘wipe out’ or ‘kill off’ ... how can we plan our future when the Indian Bureau threatens to wipe us out as a race? It's like trying to cook a meal in your tipi when someone is standing outside trying to burn the tipi down."

By the late 1950s, a new spirit of Indian Nationalism had arisen. In 1959, the Tuscarora tribe, living in upstate New York, successfully resisted efforts by the state power authority to convert reservation land into a reservoir. In 1961, a militant new Indian organization, the National Indian Youth Council, appeared and began to use the phrase "Red Power." They sponsored demonstrations, marches, and "fishins" to protest state efforts to abolish Indian fishing rights guaranteed by federal treaties. In 1964, Native Americans in the San Francisco Bay area established the Indian Historical Society to present history from the Indian point-of-view. At the same time, the Native American Rights Fund brought legal suits against states that had taken Indian land and abolished Indian hunting, fishing, and water rights in violation of federal treaties. Many tribes also took legal action to prevent strip mining or spraying of pesticides on Indian lands.

The best known of all Indian Power groups was the American Indian Movement (AIM), formed by a group of Chippewas in Minneapolis in 1966 to protest alleged police brutality. In the fall of 1972, AIM led urban Indians, traditionalists, and young Indians along the “Trail of Broken Treaties'' to Washington, D.C., seized the offices of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C., and occupied them for a week in order to dramatize Indian grievances. In the spring of 1973, a group of 200 heavily armed Indians took over the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota--site of an 1890 massacre of 300 Sioux by the U.S. Army cavalry. The group of armed Indians occupied the town for 71 days.

Militant protests paid off. The 1972 Indian Education Act gave Indian parents greater control over their children's schools. The 1976 Indian Health Care Act sought to address deficiencies in Indian health care; while the 1978 Indian Child Welfare Act gave tribes control over custody decisions involving Indian children. A series of landmark Supreme Court decisions aided the cause of Indian sovereignty and tribal self- government. TheWilliams v. Lee(1959) case upheld the authority of tribal courts to make decisions involving non-Indians. TheMenominee Tribe v. United States (1968) case declared that states could not invalidate fishing and hunting rights that Indians had acquired through treaty agreements.

Beginning in the 1970s, a number of tribes initiated lawsuits to recover land illegally seized by whites. In 1980, the federal government agreed to pay $81.5 million to the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot of Maine, and $105 million to the Sioux in South Dakota. Court decisions also permitted tribal authorities to sell cigarettes, run gambling casinos, and levy taxes.

Indians are no longer a vanishing group of Americans. The 1990 census recorded an Indian population of over two million, five times the number recorded in 1950. About half of these people live on reservations, which cover 52.4 million acres in 27 states, while most others live in urban areas. The largest Native American populations are located in Alaska, Arizona, California, New Mexico, and Oklahoma. As the Indian population has grown in size, individual Indians have claimed many accomplishments, including author N. Scott Momaday, a Kiowa, who won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction.

Although Native Americans continue to face severe problems related to employment, income, and education, they have decisively demonstrated that they will not abandon their Indian identity and culture, nor will they be treated as dependent wards of the federal government.
Native American Pictures
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