“Then Came the War”
1. Define the following vocabulary terms:

Provincial

Gutteral

Edict

Contraband

Apropos

As you read, answer the following questions:

2. According to the author, what was the difference between the school world and the work world?

3. Why was it a big deal for the author to get a job at a department store?

4. What happened on December 7th, following the Pearl Harbor bombings?

5. What are Issies?

6. Why does it seem strange that the draft board “okayed” her brother?

7. Hypothesize: Why do you think business at the fish market was going down?

8. What does the author mean when she says “you could see the hysteria of war?”

9. Why was everyone yelling to get the “Japs” out of California?

10. What reason does the author give for white Americans not speaking out against the hatred of Japanese?

11. Describe the chaos for Japanese-Americans in the two months following Executive Order 9066.

12. What two types of facilities did the army use for assembly centers?

13. What did the author sleep in while at the assembly center?  Why do you think they bothered to make them look nice?

14. Why didn’t the author feel anger about staying in the assembly center?

15. About how long were people detained in the assembly centers?

16. Describe Jerome, Arkansas, as the author saw it in 1942.

17. The author says that transitions are easy for young people.  What do you think she means?

18. Why was it difficult to obtain information from the outside world?

19. How long was the author interned?

20. Why was work difficult to find after life in the camp?

21. Why does the author consider this subject to be important?

After you Read…
22. How did the internment camp make the author more “Japanese?”  Use a quote from the reading.

23. Since the U.S. had defeated Japan, and Japanese-Americans had proved their loyalty by obeying camp rules and serving in the military, why do you think such bitter racism existed after the war?

24. Most American citizens of Japanese decent lost their homes & businesses during World War II.  Should the gov’t have paid them for their losses?  How much?

25. What do you think is a better way for the U.S. gov’t to have prevented Japanese spying in the United States?

