US History Current Event Assignment

As you go through this course you should start to notice that history impacts all parts of life.  To help this observation you will have a current event assignment due every 2-3 weeks, focusing on a theme appropriate for the unit we are on.  Keep this paper for the entire US History Course to help you with your current events.

Unit Themes & due dates:

	Unit
	Theme for Current Event
	Due Date

	Unit 1: Founding the U.S. & Civil War
	U.S. Constitution or U.S. Federal Government
	

	Unit 2: Industrial & Progressive Ages
	U.S. Government Reforms
	

	Unit 4/5: Roaring Twenties & Great Depression/New Deal
	U.S. Business/Economy
	

	Unit 7: Cold War 50s & 60s
	U.S. Foreign Policy
	

	Unit 9: Civil Rights Movements
	U.S. Civil Rights Issues or U.S. Gov’t Protests
	

	Unit 11: Modern Era: Nixon & Beyond
	U.S. Government Scandal
	


Directions:  Locate a Current Event article from a newspaper, news magazine, or online news source.  The article must be a minimum of 300 words, about the United States and the article must be from the 3 weeks prior to the due date for the article to count as current. For full credit consideration you must include all of the following information. 

1. Include all bibliographic information in MLA format.  Use the following sites to help put your bibliographic information in MLA format: http://citationmachine.net/ or www.easybib.com
2. Summary.  Summarize what you learned about the current event in a complete paragraph.  Make sure you include the main idea and supporting details.  Summarize the article in your own words…do not just copy a few sentences.
3. Describe the economic, social, and political aspects of this article.  (This could be implications, causes, effects, and/or influences.)  This may come from the article itself or you may think of this information on your own.  Describe the E, S, and P aspects in at least a 6-sentence paragraph.

4. How does the article relate to the assigned unit theme? Use a minimum of 3 complete sentences.

5. Why is this issue significant?  Why is this article important to you, the country, or to anyone?  How does the issue fit into a larger picture? Why does it matter?  Use a minimum of 5 complete sentences.
6. Article MUST be neatly attached to the BACK of your write-up.  
· No points will be given to Current Events with an article less than 300 words, the full article not being attached, if the article is over 2 weeks old, or if the article is off topic (meaning it is not related to the assigned theme or is not about the United States).

US History Current Event Rubric

	Item
	Points

	1. Bibliographic Information: 

a. Includes all appropriate bibliographic information in MLA format.
	/2

	2. Summary.

a. Summary is in complete sentences with no plagiarism.  It includes the main point & supporting details.
	/5

	3. Describe the economic, social, and political aspects of this article.  

a. E, S, & P aspects are described in at least 6 complete sentences.
	/6

	4. How does the article relate to the assigned unit theme?  

a. Minimum of 3 complete sentences explains how the article relates to the assigned theme.
	/6

	5. Why is this issue significant?  

a. Minimum of 4 complete sentences analyze the significance of the issue and how it relates to the big picture.
	/6

	6. Article is neatly attached to the BACK of your write-up.  

a. No points will be given to an article less than 300 words, if the full article is not attached, if the article is over 2 weeks old, or if the article is off topic/theme or not about the United States.
	0 if not met!

	Total:
	/25











