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CP: United States History


Course Syllabus 2009-2010
Vision/Mission Statement-The mission of Sheldon High School is to empower students to meet standards of excellence, which foster intellectual curiosity and ready them to be responsible, productive, employable citizens in a culturally diverse society. 
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Back to School Night/Open House-Bring your parents to meet your teachers.
Fall: Tuesday, September 1: 6:30-8pm

Spring: TBA
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Course Description-U.S. History is a one-term social science course required for graduation in which students analyze the major ideals, issues, and events that shaped American life and culture in the 20th century.  The course includes themes such as the role of government, the impact of technology, and labor, class, race, & gender relations.  Students will investigate how the U.S. moved from an isolationist, agrarian-based society to an industrialized world power.  Students will evaluate the economic, social, and political implications of events in their context. The skills taught in this course will provide students a foundation for making sound judgments and decisions as good citizens.
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Brief Course Outline-Each nine weeks is considered a separate class for grading purposes.  Failure to complete either term will necessitate the repeating of that term.

Term One/Three



Term Two/Four


Founding the US & Civil War


WWII & Cold War & Vietnam War


Industrial Age & Progressivism


Domestic Policy of 1950s and 1960s


Imperialism & WWI



Civil Rights Movements


1920s & Great Depression/New Deal

Modern Era (Nixon through present)
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Course Standards-
1. The students will analyze the significant events in the founding of the nation and its attempts to realize the philosophy of government described in the Declaration of Independence.
2. The students will analyze the relationship among the rise of the industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe. 

3. The students will analyze the role religion played in the founding of America, its lasting moral, social, and political impacts, and issue regarding religious liberty.

4. The students will trace the rise of the U.S. to its role as a world power in the twentieth century. 

5. The students will analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, & cultural developments of 1920s.
6. The students will analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government.
7. The students will analyze America’s participation in World War II.

8. The students will analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-WWII America. 

9. The students will analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.

10. The students will analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.

11. The students will analyze major social problems & domestic policy issues in contemporary American society.

Complete course standards can be found at: http://www.egusd.k12.ca.us./StandBenchmark/history.htm
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Behavior Expectations
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Respect: Respect the teacher, your school, your classmates, & yourself.  

· Be on time (in your seat before the bell rings).

· Stay awake, pay attention, and participate.

· Keep your language and attitude clean.

· Wait for the teacher to dismiss you.
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Responsibility: It is your responsibility to do your own work to pass this class.  Grades are earned not given.
· Bring your supplies everyday, work hard and don’t quit.
· Take care of bathroom needs before the bell rings.
· Do all home and class-work and do not cheat or plagiarize. 
· Be ready to learn every day. 
· Reality: All school rules and policies will be enforced.  This includes everything from the tardy policy to the dress code and all the rules in between.


Class Requirements

· Notebooks: Notebooks include all work done for US History.  They will reflect all warm-ups, notes, maps, closures, homework, etc. for each unit and must be kept for the entire term. The format for organization will be given and students are expected to follow that format.  

· Homework: Homework is always an individual assignment and will be assigned regularly.  Students are expected to complete all homework assignments as instructed completely and on time. 

· Projects:  A variety of projects will be assigned during the course, including group & individual projects, research projects, essays, & oral presentations. Students are expected to participate completely, follow instructions, and turn projects in on time. 
· Make-Up Work: A student will have one day to make up work missed for every EXCUSED absence.  Students have three days from their return to school to excuse their absences with Mrs. Cornelius.

· Late Work: Late work is not accepted. Students are responsible for knowing when assignments are due and turning them in at that time.  

· Tests & Quizzes:  Unit Tests will consist of multiple choice, matching, true/false, short-answer, ID’s and/or essay.  Students will be tested on material discussed in class, homework, videos, and from their textbook. Students will have advance notice of unit tests. Quizzes will also be used to assess student learning.

· Finals: There will be a final at the end of each term.  The finals are comprehensive for each term and will cover all the information from the first day to the last.  

· Making-up a Quiz: If a student misses a quiz, they have 2 school days from the day they return to school to contact the teacher and set up a time to make-up the quiz.  If they do not do so, they will get a zero on the quiz.  

· Making-up a Unit Test: If a student is absent for any reason on the day of a unit test they will be able to make-up the test on Thursdays before or after school.  Students have two weeks from the date of the unit test to make it up.  If students do not, then they can make-up the test by writing their own test & taking it.  The test must include: 30 multiple choice with 4 possible answers from the unit, 10 matching, 10 true/false, and a 5-paragraph essay.  Repeat questions will result in the loss of points.  The test must be typed and will be due 5 school days after the unit test is given in class.  If students do not make-up the test one of these two ways they will earn a zero on the test.

· Tardy Policy: Parents wishing to excuse their student's tardy for a medical or dental reason must provide written proof to the Attendance Office from the Doctor of the appointment date and time along with the Doctor's phone number in order for the Tardy to be excused.

· Textbooks: Please be advised that students are financially responsible for all textbooks and library books they check out from the library. This means that students must pay for all books that are lost or stolen from their possession. Students keep textbooks in their classrooms at their own risk. Many times a student gets a textbook mixed up with another classmate. When this happens, the student is still responsible for the book he/she checked out. If a student needs to pay for a book, payment plans can be arranged with the library. Call 681-7500 ext. 8088 if you have questions regarding the textbook policy. You can also access this at http://shshuskies.wordpress.com
· Videos: Throughout the term a variety of historical videos will be shown.  They include social science documentaries & movies rated PG-13 or below.  Please contact Mrs. Cornelius for a list of videos.

· Research Paper: Each U.S. History student is responsible for completing a research paper as assigned in class. Students are expected to follow the guidelines given for completing the paper.

· Plagiarism: Plagiarism, copying, & cheating are NEVER allowed.  Plagiarism is when you take ideas, words, or writings and claim them as your own.  This applies to the US History textbook as well as any other source you use to get information.  Any time you get ideas, words, or writings that did not originate in your own brain or is not common knowledge, a citation/reference is required.  Copying ideas and/or words from another student, a book, magazine, the Internet, or any other source is cheating and is not allowed.  Allowing someone to copy/use your work is cheating and you will face the same consequences as the student who used your work. Working with another person on individual assignments is cheating and will not be allowed.  Violation of this class policy will result in a zero on the entire assignment, a referral to administration, as well as the consequences outlined in the SHS Student Manual.

Grading Information-E Grades is a communication tool that allows parents/guardians & students to access grades. 

Go to www.sheldonhuskies.com for the egrade link and grade reports posting schedule. 
Weighted Grading Structure (approximate)

 

	Category
	Percent of Grade

	Notebooks (Homework & Class Work)
	30%

	Tests (Tests, Quizzes, Final Exam)
	35%

	Projects (Projects, Current Events, Research Paper)
	25%

	Participation
	10%


Letter Grades/Percentage Breakdown

	Percent in Class
	Letter Grade

	90.00—100.00
	A

	80.00—89.99
	B

	70.00-79.99
	C

	60.00-69.99
	D

	0.00-59.99
	F



Things You Will Need

1inch Three-Ring Binder, Binder Paper, Dividers (8), Glue Stick, Highlighter, #2 Pencils with Erasers, Blue or Black Pens, US History Textbook (Covered)

Please have all of your supplies by: 








American Anthem Online Textbook Information

Website: http://my.hrw.com/index.jsp
Log-in: kcornelius42

Password: p9s5

Please Keep This Syllabus In Your Binder

Sheldon High School

8333 Kingsbridge Drive

Mrs. K. Cornelius    

Sacramento, CA 95829

e-mail: kcorneli@egusd.net

(916) 681- 7500

voice mail # 93357
Website: www.sheldonhuskies.com

Website: www.corneliushistory.com
CP: United States History

Student and Parent Signature

I have read, understand, and agree to support Mrs. Cornelius’s policies & class procedures as listed in her CP: U.S. History syllabus for the entire U.S. History course.


Print Student Name



Print Parent/Guardian Name

Student Signature & Date


Parent/Guardian Signature & Date

______________________________________________________________________________

(Parents…if you would prefer to be contacted by email, please list the appropriate email address above)

Parent Contact Log: (students/parents please leave blank)

	Date Called
	Number Called
	Reason Called
	Response

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Student Name: 





 Student ID #: 




Birth Day: 






 Age: 




 
Home Phone #: 




 Cell Phone #: 





Address: 
























Mother/Guardian’s first and last names:  








Work Phone #: 




 Cell Phone #: 





Father/Guardian’s first and last names:  








Work Phone #: 




 Cell Phone #: 





Who do you live with? 










Names & ages of brothers/sisters: 









Good Friends: 











School you attended last year: 









Extra-curricular activities you are involved in: 




















Are you able to print things from the Internet at home? 






Write one thing you enjoy doing, something important about yourself, and anything else you think I should know.
























Daily Schedule:

Period
Class






Teacher


Room

1. 













2. 













3. 













4. 
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